the Orenburg region in its investigation of more than 50 sites in the Elenovka microdistrict of the southern Urals, including the Elenovka and Ushkatta mines and workshop complexes, settlements, and burials. 3 Once the material recovered from the Andronovo sites had been assembled, it was necessary to systematize the data according to criteria that would be applicable to the entire territory. Taking into account the classification of East European and Siberian cultures established by V. A. Gorodtsov and S. A. Teploukhov, the burial rite was deemed the most significant feature for the purposes of cultural and ethno-historical reconstruction. The following features were recorded: 1) type of surface construction; 2) type of grave pit and evidence of recutting; 3) orientation; 4) cremation or inhumation and posture of the deceased; 5) other ritual features; 6) grave goods; 7) animal sacrifice; and 8) funeral feast ( Figs. 1; 57) .
The analysis of the technology of hand-made pottery largely comprises vessel form, technique of manufacture and decoration, and ornamental motifs; these are also very important ethnic indicators and are used as the basis for defining cultures, stages, local variants and types. The following analytical approaches have been employed in this work: 1) vessel manufacture and form according to the system of the author (Figs. 2, 11-13); 2) analysis of tempering/opening material; 3) surface treatment; 4) construction of ornament according to the system of S. V. Ivanov (1963) The analysis was based on closed complexes of burials over the entire Andronovo area. These were classified within a single system, then the burial rite and ceramics were correlated, and then those sites with a stable assortment of features were united into types. The funerary ceramics were compared with the ceramics from the settlement and the latter were divided into types. We follow the definition of type employed by Yu. N. Zakharuk (1981) who regards it as a "universal unit of classification both for establishing within a small territory their genetic sequence over time and for establishing synchronous groups of sites on the territory of a single archaeological culture." Sites of every type were mapped and local variants were defined.
